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PEER 


TO: THE 
Right Honourable 


Sir Thomas Pilkingron, K* 


Lord Mayor 


OF THE 


CITY of LONDON, 


My Lord, 
Hz following Diſcourſe doth 
| chiefly tend to diſſwade from 
Diviſzon, and perſwade to 
Peace ,and Unity ; ſhewing the danger of 
the one, and the excellency andneceſſity of 
the other: a Subje#, which I thought 
moſt neceſſary for that occaſion upon: 
which it was preached ; T he unanimous 
conſent of the Citizens, in the Elefion 
of your Lordſhip to be Mayor for the 


ſucceeding Tear, gives me ſome ground 


A 3 of 
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"The Epiltle Dedicatory. : 


of hopes, that what was ſaid was not al- 
together unuſeful. TI need not mind your 
Lordſhip (who s ſo well known to be a 
Lover of Unity) that it is your Part, 
in that ſtation, wherein God hath placed 
you, to uphold, and promote this good A- 
greement, what in you lies, in that great 
Body over which you are placed, as it 
ſeems, by the ſpecial Providence of God, 
for this very end and purpoſe. What 
was upon that great Solemnity preached, 
is now, by the Command of your Lord- 
ſhip, and the Honourable Court of Al- 
dermen, made publick. And that it may 
have ſome influence upon us, to breed in 
55 4 general abhorrence of Diviſzon and 
Diſemion and provoke all Protetauts 
r0 4 ſerious ſtudy of, and endeavour after 
z happyUnion both in ( burch and State, 
is the earneſt Prayer of, 
My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt faithful 
and obedicnt Servant, 


THO. MARIOTT. 


——EER——_— 


A 
SERMON 
Preach'd at the ELECTION 


Lord Mayor. 


LUKE Xl 17. 


But he knowing their thoughts ſaid unto them, Evye- 
ry kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to de- 

 folation, and an houſe divided againſt an houſe, 
falleth. | 


| the Verſes aforegoing, you have an 


account of a Devil, which is ſaid to be 
dumb; that is, he rnade the perſon dumb, 
whom he had poſleſled. 
St. Matthew ſaith, that this Devil was blind, as ya, i. 
well as dumb, viz, becauſe he made the. party, 22 
by him poſſeſſed, ſo. 


St. Chryſoſtome adds, that he was a deaf Devil 
* B £00 ; 
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Luke '11, 
V. 14. 
Marth. 12, 
232. 


V., 16, 


too; which is not improbable, ſince Deafneſs 
is the natural cauſe of Dunbneſs. 

This Man, thus miſerably afflicted, and 
polleſſed with.ſucha dumb, blind, and deaf Spi- 
rit, was Brought unto our Lord, (who was 
ſent, by his Father, intra the World, on-pur- 
poſe to deſtroy the works of the Devil) that he 
might be freed from this ſo foul a Fiend ; who 
pitying his conditign , freed him from this 
troubleſorge Gueſts: [ that-- the Dumb did 
ſpeak, the Blind ſawy-the-Deaf did hear. 

This notable Miracle, wrought by our Lord, 
produced ſeveral effeQts in the people. 

Some of the common lort' of people won- 
derd, (faith St. . Luke) chey were amazed at it, 
(faith St. Matthew) they were in an ecltaſte, 
as wellchey might : fox this mult needs be ajuſt 
cauſe ofaſtoniſhment,to ſee theDevils thus com- 
manded,which no humane power could effect. 

Another ſort there were, of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who ſought to eclipſe the glory of 
this famous Miracle, wrought by. our Lord. 
Theſe ſeemed to grant, -that Chjiſt indeed did 
many, Miracles, but they would fee a Sign 
from Heaven, ſuch, it may be,. as the Prophet 
ſhewed, when he fetch'd Fire: from Heaven ; 
or Joſhua, at whole word, the Sun ſtood {till ; 


Or 
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or Moſes, who ferched down Manna from 
Heaven, Cc. . Fhat they ſhould deſire a Sign, 
was not unreaſonable, fince the Law was gi- 
ven with Signs ; and therefore it was conveni- 
ent there ſhould be as full an Evidence given 
them, that the fulneſs of time was come, 
when that diſpenſation was to have an end: 
but that they ſhould ſtand ſo much upon a 
Sign from Heaven,was very importune and im- 
pudent. And therefore no wonder that our Sa- ure res. 
viour doth not gratifie them therein; as know- {ofthis 


may 


ing that they asked it meerly t im, ſeen inDr, 
ing that they y to tempt him, __ 


and not out of any real Deſire of Satisfa- orig. Ss. 
Ction. lib. 2 cg. 

Worſe than theſe, by far, were thoſe other 
Phariſees, who, not content a little to obſcure, 
did malitiouſly calumniate our Saviour, ſaying, 
That be did caſt out devils by *: Beelzebub + gow they knew 
the chief of the devils. This Beelzebub is, tar ae tame of the 
by Interpretation , the God of Flies, Beelzebu,may be ſeen 

, in Juſt, Mart. u, 
and was the 20d of Ekron, as we read in Rep. ad Orthid, 9.85, 
the Book of the Kings, Joſepbus calls 285 1. 2. 
him the god-fly, or fly-zod of the Ekronites ; fo 
called, as ſome think, becaule the Devil, in 
the ſhape of a great Fly, gave anſwer to them 
who enquired of him ; others, that he was 
ſo called from the abundance of Flies which 
B 2 follow- 
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followed the Sacrifices offered unto him. 
Whereas they ſay, no Flies infeſted the Sacrifi- 
ces offered to the true God : and ſo they take 

« Selden, de jt to be-a name of Reproach. Bur I rather 
$92 think the truth to be with them who diſſent 
from this common opinion, and take the name 

to be given unto the Idol, by the Ekronites 
themlelyes :- becauſe upon ſacrificing to this 

Idol the Flies were driven away ; of which ſe- 

veral like Inſtances are given by the Learned 

Selden. In the New Teſtament the name of 


Bog” this Prince of Devils is written Beelzebul, as 


Tis ip much as Jupiter Belus, or the Dung-god. 
lib.8.07- This being ſo, no greater Calumny could 
Malice have deviſed, than this, That the Lord 
Jeſus, the Eternal Son of God, in our nature on 
the Earth, caſting out Devils, ſhould do it by 
£ the power of this filthy God, and Prince of the 
.$ Devils. No virtue is ſo illuſtrious, no aftion ſo 
vertuous , but is ſubjef to ſlander and calumny, 
through the malice of men. k 
Unto this wicked ſlander our Saviour makes 
his defetice, in the words of my Text; ſhews» 
ing that could not be which they objected; for 
then Sathan ſhould be divided againſt himſelf, 
and his Kingdom brought to deſolation. But 
be, knowing their thoughts, ſaid unto them, Every 


kingdom 
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kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to deſolation, 
and a houſe divided againſt a bouſe falleth. Paſſing by 
what may be ſaid concerning Apologies Go 
the Context, the lawſulneſs of them, when, and 
how they are to be made, we oblerve two 
things in the words; The Onniſciency of Chriſt, 
in thoſe words, But he knowing their thoughts : 
And, the dapger of inteſtine diviſion, in thoſe 
words, Every kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is 
brought to deſolation, and an houſe divided againſt a 
houſe falleth. 

Firſt, concerning the Omniſciency of Chriſt, 
And he knowing their Thoughts. That Chriſt 
is Omniſcient, and knoweth all things, even 
the moſt ſecret Thoughts of our Hearts, is a 
Do&trine often taught us, in the Holy Scri- 
ptures; and of very great Concernment, for 


us to take ſpecial notice of. St. John, ſpeaking of jon 2.24. 


ſeveral, who believed in Chriſt, becauſe of ** 
the Miracles which he did, expreſly faith, 7 hat 
Jeſus did not commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he 
Knew all men, and needed not that any ſhould teſtifie 
of man, for be knew what was in man. This he 
could not have done if he had not been Omni- 
(cient. His knowing Nathaniel to be an Tſraelite 
indeed, and his knowing of him before ever 


Philip called him , when he was under the Fig- 
Tree, 


_—O——_ 


6 


A Sermon Preach'd at the 


tree, did evidence-his omniſciency, We find 
alſo (beſides what is mentioned in theText) 
how he doth reprove Men tor their thoughts, 


' which they had not ſpoken :. for when he had 


Matt, 9. 2, 
2+ 4o 


Rev. 2, 23, 


cold the man ſick of the Pallie, that his Sins 
were forgiven him, ond certain of the Scribes ſaid 
within themſelves, this man blaſphemeth : he knew 
their thoughts, and reproved them for 
their wicked imaginations, laying , Wherefore 
think ye evil in your hearts ? By which we ſee, that 
Chriſt hears the words of our Hearts, as well 
as the words of our Mouths. Nor can any 
thing be plainer to this purpoſe, than what 
our Saviour faith of himſelf, 1 am be which 
ſearcheth the hearts and reins. 

From whence we infer, That Chriſt muſt 
needs be God as well as Man : not only a di- 


* vine Man, acording to the Arians, Photinians, and 


Socinians ; but God-Man. Here lies the Foun- 
dation of our Conſolation and Salvation. If 
he were a mere Man, then could not his Obe- 
dience, active and paſlive, have been ſatisfa&to- 
ry for us; then could not his Blood have had 
ſuch virtue, as to purchaſe Heaven for us; then 
could he not have vanquiſhed Sathan, Hell, and 
Death ; then were it vain to believe in him: 
nay , not only in vain, arguing our Weakneſs, 

but 
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but it would be Sin-and: Wickedneſ&mns fo to 
do:and hereby ſhould we bring our ſelyes under 
that Curſe, Curſed be the Man, that truſteth in Many 
and maketh fleſÞ bis Arm. This we know, That 
there is ho way: to ſalvation, but by 'Faith in 
the Son of God, and therefore he-muſt needs 
be true God. 

The meditation of this Truth, might alſo 
be preſſed for the amendment 'of our Lives. 
When weperform any holy duties, let us look 
unto our Hearts, ſince wehave todo with him 
who knows how our Hearts are affte&ted when 
weare in his preſence. When weare in God's 
Houſe, praying, hearing, receiving the holy 
Sacrament , fhiot- a wandring Thought. can 
ſtir' within us, but'1t is altogether known to 

And in the-Whole courſe of our lives; inall 
Places, in all Companies, where-ever we are, 
what-ever we do, let us always remember, 
that our Hearts are known to Chriſt our Judge. 
This Meditation will be very -proper for you 
who are concerned in the great Tranſactions of 
this Day, to conſider that God knows with 
what Hearts and Intentions you meet together; 
whether you aim, {incerely, at his Glory. 

After the Omniſciency of Chriſt, our next 
Point 


g A S ermon Preach'd a the 


Point (and that which we are chiefly to inſiſt 

upon) is., the Danger of inteſtine Diviſion, - 

in the following part of the words, Every king- 

dom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to deſolation, and 

an houſe divided againſt an bouſe falleth. * St. Am- 

broſe, in his book to the Emperour 

*St. Amb. 1.3. de fide, . . . 

«d Grayanum Imperat, Gr attan, CONCErning Faith, doth very 
Cen tetris Well make uſe of this as an Argu- 


do regnum welint patris | , 
& fiii eſſe diviſan, gent ro confute the 4rian Hereſie, and 


EIS pron: dere Kingiom of doth 
iviſam, deſolatur, &c, , - 
| ther, and the Kingdom of the Son, is 
one and the ſame, and conſequently, their 
Power equal: for a kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 
is brought to deſolation, &c. And fo this part of 
the Text joyns iſſue with the farmer, in con- 
firming the _ of the Son. But we deſign 
to ſpeak unto theſe words only as ſhowing 
the Danger of Diviſion, deſiring, from hence, 
to take advantage (what in us lies) to per- 
ſwade the Chriſtian World to Love and U- 
nity. 

It hath been the wont of Rhetoricians, deſi- 
rous to ſhew their Art at the beſt advantage, to 
chuſe out ſuch Subjects as are not in them- 

Cic, Parad. Wititep Jelves Excellent ( things excellent in 
rom incredible. quod wn themſelves not needing any Rhetori- 
hil tam horridum, tam incultum, quod non ſplendeſcat oratione, Cy tanquam excolatur, 

cal 
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meanly eſteemed by moſt, or really naught, 
that by their artful Colours they may:fert them 
out, and make them ſeem to have ſome excel- 
lency in them ; hence it is, that one hath ſhew- 
ed his Art in ſetting forth the Praiſes of the grea- 
teſt Tyrant; another, in commending the moſt 
_ deformed Therſites : one hath ſhewed his Elo- 
quence in praiſing a Gnat ; another in com- 
mending a Fly : one in praiſing a Quartan- 
Apue; another in commending Injuſtice: one 
in praiſing Baldneſs ; another in commendin 
Folly. Some have extolled Sadneſs above 
Toy : others, Impriſonment above Liberty : 
and (that we may draw near our preſent Sub- 
jet) ſome have beſtowed their painsin ſetting 
forth the excellency of Diviſion above Con-+ 
tention. To this purpole they tell us, if Strife 


cal Paint to ſer them off ) but ſuch chings as are 


and Contention were taken out of Nature, it pr. .. 


would come to pals, that the Heavenly Bodies **: 


would ſtand till; and alſo that the Generation 
of all things ſhould beat a ſtay. Furthermore 
they tell us, that the Law-maker of Lacedemon 
allowed Ambition and Strite in the Commons 
wealth, as a Spur to Vertue ; by procuring al- 
ways ſome Contention and Emulation among 


oreat Perſons. Of theſame opinion, lay they, 
C was 


—— 
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was Hemer, who therefore makes Agamemnon to 
rejoice, to ſee Yhſſes and Achilles at great words 
together: amongit whom we mult needs 


number thoſe of our unhappy Age, who are 


Obſcr. 


ſo much for Diviſion ; ſuch nouriſhers of it; 
Þ in love with it, that they cannot have 
any Cordial Afﬀection for thole who are for 
Peace and Unity : as if Diviſion were the only 
ſare Foundation of Church and State, and Men 
could not be ſaved unleſs they were contenti- 
ous, or, there were no other way to Heayen 
but through, the Purgatory of Strike and De- 
bate : who-ever theſe Mer have learned their 
Politicks of, we are ſure they never learned them 
of Chriſt ; whoplaialy teaches us, in the words 
of the Text, That every kingdom divided againſt it 
ſelf is brought to deſolation, and an bouſe divided 
againft « bouſe falleth. Whereby we ce that 
Deſolation is the Daughter of Diviſion, and that the 
way to preſerve Kingdoms, Churches, and all Socis 
eties, is Peace and Unity. There is a place worth 
the remembrance of all, but eſpecially all 
ſuch of this great Body, who are concerned in 
the great buſineſs of this day ; it is the ſaying 
of the Prophet Jeremiah , in his Lamentations, 


Lan.4.16. The anger of the Lord hath divided them. When 


Mens fins become crying, ſo that the ſound 
thereof 
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thereof reacheth Heaven, then comes the plague 
of Diviſion, upon a Nation, a ſure evidence 
of God's wrath, and way whereby he caketh 
vengeance upon thera for their ſins. It may be 
pertinent, in this place, to ſet before you ſome 
Examples and Inſtances of the Ruines and De- 
folations which Diviſion hath wrought in the 
World. In Reboboam's Reign Diviſion amongft 
Counſellours cauſed the rending of the Tribes, 
Ten from Two, and that rending ruined all. 
Whilſt 1/rael was hot againſt Judeb, and Judab 
againſt 7/rael, the King of Syria came and {mote 
both. When Hircanus and Ariftobulas contend- 
ed, this brought Pompey into Jury. Who hatch 
not heard of the Three great FaQtions in Jerys 
falem (when Titus Veſpaſian belicged that City) 
and knows not that theſe were the caule of that 
dreadful deſtrution which befel chem ? Ipray 
God, London may take warning by Jeruſalem. 


The ſad fruit of Diviſion did thoſe two Thraci- guiacur. 


an Brethren feel , who being ar ſtrife about 
their Kingdom, and ſending for Philip of Ma- 
cedon to be their Arbitrator, found that, inſtead 
of carving to each his ſhare, he took the whole 


unto himſelf. Of this great danger of Divi- Pu. 


fon, Scylurus, King of the Scythians, was aware, 
and therefore being to leave behind him four» 


C 2 {core 


———— 
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* Ignat. Ep, 
ad Ephef, 


ſcore Sdns, upon his Death-bed he called for 


a Quiver of Arrows to be brought unto him, 
which he put into his Childrens hands, one af- 
ter another, and willed each one to- burſt the 
fame in pieces bound as it was intire and whole 
rogether , which when they had aſlayed to 
do, and putting all their ſtrength unto it, could 
not effect ir, but gave over ; himſelf took out 
of the Quiver the Arrows aforeſaid, one by 
one, and ſnapt them in twain, fingle as they 
were,- with facility , declaring by this, that ſo 
long as they, like Brethren, held rogether their 
Union-and Agreement, they would be invin- 
cible; but their Diſcord and Diſ-union would 
be an occaſion that they ſhould not long con- 
tinue It was Diviſion which brought all 
Greece and Aſia, and all the Eaſtern Parts of 
Chriſtendom into the poſſeſſion of the Turk. Ta- 
citus himſelf witneſſeth, That Diſcord was the 
Deſtruction of our Anceſtors ; | pray God it 


- may never be the Deſtruction of us their Po- 


ſtericy. 

The very life and health of Church and 
State lies in Unity. Peace (to uſe the words 
of holy * Ignatius) # the Devil's bane, and tor- 


T7 M=6%- ment of all bis Adberents : nothing is there he fo 
Au 0A8&- -© 
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much fears as Concord. In the Book of 'the 

Canticles theChurch is deſcribed to be terrible as an cane. 6, 4 

Army with Banners, We areall in a Chriſtian 

Warfare, under our Captain the Lord Jeſus, 

againlt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; 

if we be united, then we are terrible to our 

Enemies; butif divided, we become a Prey unto 

them. Ic is not ſo much conſiderable, how 

many we are in number, as how well we a- 

gree among our ſelves. Melantthon perſwa- 

ding the Dividing Proteſtants of his time, to 

Peace and Unity, illuſtrateth his Argument by 

a notable Parable of theWolves and Dogs,who 

were marching onwards, to fight one againſt 

another ; the {ſubſtance of which,in few words; 

is this, That the Wolves ſendingforth a. Maſter 

Wolfe ro oblerve the Enemies, he returned - 

them word that the Enemies were not one 

like another, and moreover , that they did 

march as if they were more offended atthem- 

ſelves, than with - them ; that they kept not 

their Ranks, but marched diſorderly, grin- 

ning and inarling, biting and tearing one ano- 

ther ; by this incouraging the Wolves to march 

on undauntedly, with full aſſurance of Victo- 

ry. Thus it is. Leta Kingdom be never (o 

well provided, it they cannot agree, wn 
| wil 


will ſoon be ruined. You know what bath 
how the Body muſt have periſhed, had they 


u 
Text: 4 kingdom divided againſt ſelf is brought 
to deſolation, =1d au houſe livided againſt 41 houſe 


Let vs therefore of th15 Kingdom, above all 
things,take heed of Diviſion, let us ſtudy and en- 


Unity. May be peculiar tO this great Cty) 
not to be broken 1 pieces, and to abhor Sedi- 
GregNaz. £1ON 3 which Greg) Nazianaen tells us Was Pe” 
pag pt ys culiar tO his Nazianaum Oh that | coul 


we eft p! 


made pace» any WAY uſeful to perſwade you tO this ! 


how 200d, and how pleaſant it is for brethren to 


dwell togetÞer 1 Unity | YOU know whole ſaying 
its, 2 heavenly tran of the Sweet-SInger © 
Ifrael: what intire affeftion be bad ©0 Peace 
and Unity, 1s evident by Þ1S Manner of exprel- 
Gon, for i (cems even tO make his Breath 
poor, and his Speech \\nable > Bebold how g00d, 
t is! chat which is good and not 
pleaſant may be redious 3 At which is plea” 
{ant and nor good 1s vicious ; but Peace an 
Unity 
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Uaity is both good and pleaſanc. *Tis true of 
Peace and Unity in the Body politick, and as 


true of Unicy in the Houſe of the Church, 


which Houle, if divided, will be in danger 
to fall. 

Bur alas! chough every one will praiſe 
Peace and Unity, few there are who do faith- 
fully endeavour it : every one hath a tongue 
to commend it, few have Arms to embrace it, 
or Feet to walk in the ways of Peace. Suiters 
this Lady hath many, but few cordial Lovers. 
One hath this Luſt, and another hath that ; 
what for the Luſts of Pride  Covetofiſneſls, 
Malice , Envy, &c. Ir falls out too often 
that Chriſtians are no better unto one another, 
nor more mercitul than Gideon was tothe Elders 
of Succoth ; rending and tearing the Body of 
Chriſt, with Bryars and Thorns. 

How tardy the Church of Corinth, was in 
this particular ; we read enough and too much, 
the Apoſtle calls them babes in Chriſt ; but the 
old man was too ſtrong in theſe infant Chriſti- 
ans: Mens Perſons they had in admiration, 
one was for Paul, another for Apollos, a third 
for (ephas : *ris very likely St. Paul, and St. Pee 
ter, and the filver-tongu'd 4poſles roo, agreed 
well enough ; theſe ftrings were well tun'd by 

the 


- 
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Juſt, Mart 
Parznel. 
FILL. 
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the Holy-Ghoſt, the Doctrine they received 
from God they delivered to the People, (ro uſe 
Juſtin Martyr's words, without any Jarrmg or Con- 
tention 3 but the people fell out among them- 
ſelves, they had ſome cunning Gameſters a- 
mongſt them, who made it their buſineſs to 
abule and divide them. 

For God's ſake,Chriſtians, let us have a care: 
may wee not in this Church of Corinth ſee our 
own Face as in a Glaſs ? nay, are not our Fra- 
tions more, our Factions ſtronger ? I am un- 
willing to ſay what is upon publick record; bur 
Our preſent Diviſtons, and this preſent occaſi- 
on doth make it in ſome ſort neceſſary for me 
to mention it : Concerning us it was the ſad 
Complaint of Gregory the ninth, not ſpoken 
without ſome pity and compaſſion towards us, 
Oye Engliſh-men, you are the moſt miſerable men in 
the World, every one of you bites eachother, and ſtudies 
to impoveriſÞ each other. What doth it profit us, 
that-we live together in one place, if we be 
not of one mind ? God more loves the Unity 
of Hearts than Place. Why ſhould we give 
the Devil ſuch an advantage againſt us ? or why 
ſhould we of this Kingdom, of this Houle, 
give the common Enemies cauſe to rejoice, 
to ſee us do their work for them, and deſtroy 


One 
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one another ? Are we not all ſatisfied in this, 

That all our unhappy Diviſions are begun, 
promoted and carried on by the Roman Cathos 

licks? why ſhould we then thus divide, and 
gratifie our mortal Enemies ? The Hiſtorian Eaſe Feel, 
notes, That the Strife and Contention between —_ —_ 
the Chriſtian Biſhops, was followed (as a juſt 
Judgment of God) with that ſad Diocleſian Pers 
ſecution. As there is nothing more ſafe than 
Unity, ſo is there nothing more dangerous 

than Diviſion. 

Unto what hath been ſaid, I ſhall add two 
Arguments, tending to put an end to onr Diyi- 
ſions, and bring us to Unity. 

The firſt ſhall be the common Argument 
ſo much inſiſted upon in Scripture taken from 
your relation to each other ; are you not Bre- 
thren, of the ſame Kingdom , of the ſame 
Houle, profeſſing the ſame Religion ? I beſeech 
you then, love as Brethren. 

I know you profels to be travelling towards 
Heaven, all tell us they are bound for Heaven, 
that's the Port they are ſailing to, to the land 
of Canaan they are travelling: ſay you fo ? 
hear the Patriarch Joſeph, ler me ſpeak ro you, 
as he to his Brethren, going to the land of Ca- 


naan, ſee that you fall not out by the way. Greater 
Is 
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is the Fraternity of Chriſt, than of Blood; he is 
a true Brother, who hath the ſame 


mug] Far ef foe. Spirit and Will , as St. Ambroſe well 
nitas Chriſti, quam ſar- reacheth. Or if you had rather hear 


gninis; werus frater eſt, 


Ecn, 13.8, 


| Enjuridem fvins & - Father Abraham, take him for your ex- 
tas cft, 


ample ; when there was an unhappy 
Diviſion and Difference between Lot's Herd(- 
men and his, and this increaſed ſo far as to 
cauſe a miſunderſtanding between Abraham and 
Lot themſelves, obſerve how he beſeecheth, 
how he argueth, how he pleadeth for an Ac- 
commodation, Agreement, and Unity ; Let 
there be no ſtrife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee, 
between my herdmen and thy berdmen, for we be Bres 
thren. Brethren they were by Birth, by Con- 
dition, by Profeſſion, Brethren as Men, as 
Country-Men, as Kinſmen, as Religious 
Men. Seehow Father Abraham's Arguments 
are framed; Let there, I pray thee, be no ſtrife 
between me and thee, for we are Brethren, as Men, 
Men-Brethren ; It is for Beaſts to ſnarle and 
quarrel, to divide, to contend, not for Men- 
Brethren fo todo; think of it, Lot, we are Bre- 


.thren, yet in a nearer Capacity , as Country- 


men, of the ſame Nation ; why then ſhould 
there be ſuch a Strife and Diviſion between us ? 


g - 
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—— 
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if there be Diviſions where Languages are di- 
vided, yet Tis not fic it ſhould be ſo between 
us. If this be ſo, yet conſider we are Bre- 
thren, nearer than ſo, for we are Kinſmen, are 
we not united by Blood ? why then ſhould we 
be divided by any thing ? nay farther, Lot, 
conſider, how we have been educated in the 
ſame Calling and Occupation ? have we noc 
been Brother-Travellers, and Brethren in Af 
fliction many a time ? let there not thea be 
any Strife between us. I pray thee let it.not be, 
let us find out ſome expedient that there may 
be a Compoſure, and this Comention may be 
nolonger ; and if all this ſeem lictle unto thee, 
yet I know, Lot, thou art a pious man, one 
who feareſt God, one who haſt a Love to the 
true Religion, and canſt nor but have a Love 
to all who are truly religious, thou knoweſft 
what our Religion teacheth, Union not Diviſion; 
Peace as well as Holineſs. What a hindrance 
muſt it needs be, and diſparagement to God's 
true Religion, when the Enemies to Piety 
who live about us ſhall ſee us thas ſtrive'and 
fall out with one another 2 what will they lay ? 
nay, if this be your Religion to do thus, it 
that teach you to be. ſo comentious with one 

D 2 another, 


— 
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another, whatever Religion we are of, we will 
not be of yours ; I pray thee therefore, Lot;think | 
of. it. better, let us not divide,-.Jet-there be no 
Strife-between us Brethren; profeſling the ſame 
[ Religion, ſerving the ſame God, expecting to 
Il | enjoy the ſame . Happineſs in Heayer. ' "This 
| 3s the Import of Abraham's Speech to Lot, theſe 
the Arguments he uleth to compoſe the Difſe- 
rence, and put an end to the Serif between 
them. 

© And: what remains. but that we ſhould put 
this cloſe'to our ſelves , andlike good Children, 
learn chis Leflon of Father Abraham, not to con- 
tend, not to divide, but co unite among our 
ſelves? Are you not Brethren, as Men, Bre» 
| thren as Countrey-men, Brethren as Fellow- 
| Citizens, Brethren; as, Chriſtians, Brethren as 
xl Proteſtants, and have you not {ſometimes been 
at þ Brethren in AfMiiction too ? Let there not then 
l be :ahy: Strife, any Diviſion among you. I by 
A! know you would be glad to have Lazarus-his | 
| Portion: in the other Life, to be in Abraham's 


| | Boſom ; that's a deſirable; and moſt comfor- 
\d table place : che. way is to live as Abraham did, 
q and walk after his example,and go, what in you 
| [ lies, to preſerve Peace and Unvon, in.the World, 
Secondly, 
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| ' Secondly, Conſider the fin of Contention 


Particulars. 


| Lord of Life. * What i Chriſt, but truth 
| and peace ? therefore he who leaves the truth 

for errour, who doth break the bond of cha- 
rity, and hate peace, ſeems to do nothing elſe 
but to ſtone, to crucifie, to ſlay Chriſt. 
Was not the Soldiers {in great, who 


and Diviſion.: This we will touch in Three 


. 


1. Diviſion is a fin which bears a near 
reſemblance unto theirs, -who crucified the 


* S, Ambr. Dm. in 
paſſione, Quid eſt Chriſti 
-niſt veritas ty pax ? erza 
qut pro falfutate relinquit 
veritatem, (FT pro cupidi- 
tate dirumpit charitatem, 
GF odit pacem,nihil aliud 
facere videtur quam lapi- 
dare {F crucifiere,s oc» 
cidere Chriſtum, &c. 


were ſo officious in crucitying Chrilt ? 
You cannot think otherwile; yet theſe Soldi- 
ers, as bad as they were, would not break the 
Legs of Chriſt; and ſhall we cear the Church 
of: Chriſt, by our Diviſions ? So long as his 
Body hung upon che Croſs, among Thieves 
and Malefactors, it remained whole ; and ſhall 
Chriſtians rend it and tear it in p eces ? 

.2. Diviſion is.a {11 which damps all our 
Comforts in this World, and renders all our 
Religious Duties ineffetual. Whar is 1 that 
{weetens all Comfort, and makes all we do 
acceptable unto God ? Is it not Peace and Uni- 
ty ? What ſowres all, and renders all Duties 
ineffeCtual ? Is it not Contention and Diviſion 2 
Certainly 
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- Certainly it is. Peace is that ſuperlative good 


without which nothing is good; the Apoltle 
calls it the bond of peace : this is it which keeps all 
our Comforts. Let a Man haveall thoſe things 
in the World eſteemed pretious, Health, Wealth, 
Wiſe, Children, Parents, Servants, pleaſant 
Gardens, ſtately Palaces : if he have all theſe, 
bur Peace be not there; if he be continually in 
Strife and Contention, this fowres. all, this 
turns his Gold into Drofs, this turns his Wine 
into Vinegar, this turns his Palaces into Dun 
geons, this turns his Orchards and Gardens in- 
ro a Wilderneſs, and this turns his Honey into 
Gall. It is good Agteement, Unity, mutual 
Love, which doth animate, maintain, and 
tye Chriſtians together, who, without it, be- 
come a burden to nature, and to one another : 


' tt is like the Fire in the burning Buſh; it adds 


Luſtre to them ; the more it flames, the more 
it beautifies : this is it which puts a Grace up- 


-on all Religious Duties; but Diviſion and Con- 


rention venomes all. You hear God's Word 
preached, as near as you can you omit no op- 
portunity, you pray often, you give Alms, you 
receive Sacraments; 'tis well, but if you be 
troubleſome, unpeaceable, if you be dividers 

in 
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in God's Jrael, this ſtains all, pollutes all, pro- 
fanes all. If thou bringeſt thy gift unto the Altar : 
You know who laid it,and what follows. A de- 
lightful thing it is to hear an Inſtrument well ew 
ned, played upon by a skiltul hand, where there 
is a {weet Harmony among all the Strings; bur 
how ungrateful is it,co hear an [nſtrumear ſtruck 
upon when all the Strings are out of Tune ? 
Thus is it (as Origen well notes) where the Body ris. /%. 
of Chriſtians have Strife, Diſſentions, Diviſh® © 
ons among them, then all chings are ungrate- 
ful, nothing is there that God accepts withouc 
Charity : pray never fo much, hear never ſo 
much, if you be ſtrings out of Tune, if for 
Contention, if addited to Diviſion, God ac- 
cepts of nothing you do; this makes all abo- 
minable unto him. Conſider then how great a 
fin this Diviſion is, which doth not only ſpoil our 
earthly Comforts, bur is the Flye in the Oint- 
ment of all holy Duties, corrupting and ma- 
king them odious unto that God to whom we 
do perform them. 

. Diviſion will drive God from among 
us. What made J/rael ſo happy, above all other 
Nations, but becauſe they had the God of 


Heayen dwelling among them ? Herein is the 
happineſs 


w_ 
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Greg. freſh, 
in vit.Greg, 
Naz. ' 


happinels of a Kingdom, of a Church, of a 
City, of a Houle; bleſſed is the People who 
have God among 'them. Certainly it is our - 
great concern, to do thole things whigh tay 
keep God with us : it is not every ordinary ſin 
which will drive God from a People, but Divi- 
fion and Contention will do this; and there- 
fore this mult needs be a grieyou; lin. Ar Sh 
is his Tabernacle, and thac's Peace ; make him 
that place, and he will come and-take up his 
reſt; bur if we be contentions, he will be gone, 
but .Woe be to us, if God depart from us. 

We know not what we do, when we con- 
trend with one another, ard divide from one 
another ; it we did, we would rather lay down 
our lives than break the Unity either of the Bo- 
dy -Politick or Ecclefiaſtick. To this purpole 
admirable is the Example of Gregory Naxian- 
zen, who, when there was a contention about 
his being Biſhop of Conſtantinople, deſired them 
to caſt him into the Sea, as another Jonas, that 
the Tempeſt might ceaſe. | 

To conclude all ; If there be any lovelinelſs 
in Peace and Unity; if we have any reſpest 
for Chriſt and his true Religion ; if any love 
towards our Brethren ; if we would bave any 

duty, 


a 


hh — 


| Eleftion of the Lord Mayor. 


— —_— 


a3 


duty, we perform, accepted of God; if we 
would. have God abide among us, and not 
drive him quite away from us; if we have any 


love to our precious Souls, and care that they 


ſhould be eternally ſaved; if the Kingdom, 


in which we live, and the Church of God have 


any Intereſt in. our Aﬀections, and are dear 
unto us, let us ſtudy and endeavour all ways 
for Peace and Uaity : let us keep clear from 
Strife and Diviſion, let us not bite and deyour 
one another , for Every kingdom divided againſt it 
ſelf is brought to deſolation, and an bouſe divided 
againſt a houſe, falleth. 


FINIS. 
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